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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

SUBJECT ¢ Press Statement Concerning Satellite
Reconnaissance Vehicles

1. This memorandum contains a recommendation for your
approval. Said recommendation is contained in paragraph 8.

2. The Under Secretary of the Air Force in a memorandum
to Mr. Gilpatric, dated 15 June 1962 (see Tab A), proposed that a
single contingency plan be established applicable to all satellite
reconnaissance vehicles. The contingency plan had as an attachment
a proposed press statement for release in the event of recovery by
a hostile nation of either a DISCOVERER or SAMOS capsule.

3. The proposed contingency plan has been reviewed by this
office, and we agree with Dr. Charyk's approach; however, it is
believed that the proposed press statement can be improved by
certain revisions and additions. A revised version of the press
statement is attached (see Tab B) for your approval and subsequent
review by the Special Group. Although this modified statement has
not as yet been coordinated with Mr. Johnson or Dr., Charyk, it has
been discussed at working group level in both agencies. The Air
Force group strongly endorsed this proposed version; however, the
State Department people equally as strongly prefer their own
modified version which, it is understood, was presented by Mr.
Johnson to the Special Group Meeting on 21 June 1962.

4. It is suggested that any press statement agreed to at this
time should be predicated on the assumption that Soviet reaction
to the type of incident envisioned will be violent and far- reaching
from the standpoint of propaganda exploitation. If, for any reason,
the Soviets should elect to treat the incident in a low key, our
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response should then be modified to be less provocative than the

press statement which the first situation would require. Specifically,
the reference to Soviet satellites could be deleted. A mild reaction
by the Soviets, however, is considered to be only a remote possibility.

5. With regard to suggestions that our initial response should
be an abbreviated statement designed to buy time, we do not agree.
Any statement made should be matter-of-fact, forthright and suf-
ficiently comprehensive to establish our position right from the
beginning. Failure to do so will result in news media accusations
of indecisiveness, confusion, and duplicity, and will inevitably
weaken our position vis-a-vis the legitimacy of satellite observation.

6. It is also suggested that if the capsule recovered is in fact
a SAMOS payload, serious consideration should be given, in light
of the circumstances at the time, to acknowledging the SAMOS
association if it appears that by doing so we might protect the past
history and prolong the life of the DISCOVERER program.

7. If, as the situation develops, subsequent public statements
are deemed advisable, emphasis should be placed on the desirability
of satellite observation as a means of maintaining world peace by
reducing the possibility of surprise attack from closed societies.

8. It is recommended that you endorse the attached proposed
press statement (Tab B) and submit it for approval at the next Special

Group Meeting.
ol INEY
RBERT S

COVILLE, JR.
Deputy Director
(Research)

Attachments
Tab A - As stated
Tab B - As stated

Recommendation in para. 8 APPROVED:

Director of Central Intelligence | Date



MEMORANDUM FOR MR. GULPATRIC

SUBJECT: Satellite Recomnaissance Codtingency Plan

i refer to my memorandum to you dated 9 March 1962,
Subject: SAMOS Contingency Plaa. As you know, it is technically
possible that a malfunction on orbit could cause re-entry of & recon-
aaissance satellite capsule at such a time and place that the full
capability of the system would be exposed to either friendly or hos~
tile foreign powers. A proposed SAMOS Coatingency Plan, to be
wtilised in such an event, was forwarded with the shove-referenced
memorandux. A like contingency plan for CORONA-~ARGON (Dis-
coverer) has been in effect since 19 July 196k .

> o g gt 2

R~ O Y

..,.n,, vl
have been eliminated; also
tiats between projects.

e o

, there is no Recessity to pa

ls/

g 2 gttt M e :W@s« PN

Under Secretary of the Alr Force

Iaclosure
Satellite Reconnaissance

Coatiagency Plaa (8)
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PRESS STATEMENT

As announced by » 1t is quite

possible that a United States-launched recoverable capsule containing

photographic equipment re-entered the atmosphere over
and was retrieved by authorities of that countzfy-’

We long ago publicly announced our inte;;;i:;:tc: ;de:;l@ the
photographic,-ebserverstonal potentialities of satellites. The details

of the research and development efforts of this nature have naturally

been classified and not given public release; however, our general in-
tent was freely acknowledged even before the earliest succe;sful
earth-satellite vehicles were flowm. » s | e LT e T
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graphy of the esrth fram outer space. Such acticn is peaceful in
character, and does not interfere with other activities on earth or
in space. For example, we consider that the observations made by
Major Titov while aboard VOBTUK II, as indeed any othexr observation
vwhich the USSR may be conducting fram outer space, are peaceful.
Observation of the earth from satellites makes possible the accamplish-
ment of many tasks beneficial to mankind » such as weather forecasting,
resource surveys, mapping, and geodesy.

In this comnection, the Soviet Union some time 8go developed a
capability for satellite photography and demonstrated this by taking
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Pictures of the back side of the moon. The Soviet Union has not
disclosed which of its other satellites orbiting over other
countries contained photographic apparatus, nor has the Soviet
Union released the results of any such photography.

Our satellite observation program is entirely peaceful in intent

and poses no threat to any nation.




